No other “light” - “dance orchestra” active between the two World
Wars, flourished with such musicianly vitality as the dozen or so
players which constituted the orchestra of Bamabas von Géczy
“the Great Seducer” as producer, Pierre-Marcel Ondher calls him.
In its wide choice of repertoire, impeccable discipline and intimate
rapport with an adoring public, this ensemble was without equal in
a business in which competition and rivalry hover between glo-
rious survival and ignominious demise.

Bamabas von Géczy and his Orchestra played in all the leading
hotels of central Europe, often relayed on the “wireless” from the
Deutschlandsender found on the long wave dial.

Most pre-war Bamabas von Géczy recordings were Odeons and
Electrolas which appeared in the UK on Parlophone and HMV.
The leader and his accredited composers, chiefly Josef Rixner,
were masters of the shellac record. They achieved an extraordi-
narily fine tonal balance and an intuition for making the best use of
the three minutes or so it took to play a 78rpm record, all despite
the primitive-state of 1930’s sound technology.

In Hitler's Germany, Bamabas von Géczy walked a political
tightrope; born a Hungarian aristocrat in 1897 he persistently
refused to give up his Hungarian nationality, despite requests of
the German government. The orchestra was featured in a number
of films and undertook several foreign tours. In 1937 it played in
London at the German Embassy reception to mark the Coronation
of HM. King George.VL After the war von Géczy retired to his
property near Munich where his orchestra had triumphed a decade
previously at the famous Luitpold restaurant. Public demands in
popular music had changed. An attempt on the part of a major
record company to re-create the Barnabas von Géczy sound largely
failed. He died on July 2nd, 1971

These transfers reach new heights of quality, it would be rea-
sonable to suggest that these sound as though they might have been
transfers from 1950’s originals, instead of from a time twenty
years earlier. Ralph Harvey.



Hukarkon Apyroi Taniesaabibiil OPKeCTp, ACHCTBVIONIN MEKAY ABVMI MUPOBBIMI BOIHAMI, e
HPOLBETAl € TAKON MV3BIKAALHOM SKHUBOCTBIO, KaK AKCKHHA WA OKOAO TOIO MV3BIKAHTOB,
cocrapaasmnx opkectrp bapunabdaca ¢pon lemn, "Beankoro cobaasnmrean”, Kak HajblBaer ero
npoawcep Ibep-Mapceas Onaep. baaroaaps mmpokomy splDOpy peneprvapa, Desviipednon
AMCIMILAMHE M TeCHOMY 0DIeHnIo ¢ 0D0Kaomen nyNiankon, 5ToMy ancamMiao ne ObLAO PaBHbIX
B OM3HECe, B KOTOPOM KOHKVPCHIIMA M COHEPHUYECTBO KOAeDAWTCH MexAY 04T
BhIKMBaHneM n deccaasnon konunnon. bapunadac ¢on Tenn 1 ero opkecrp urpaam Bo BCex
peavinnx oteanx Henrpaasnon Esponby, vacto nepegasaancs 1o paauo Ha AANHHBIX BOAIAX.

boasmuncerso aosoennsix sanucen bapunadaca ¢on Temn Owbian soinnoaennbt pupmamu
"Oacon” n «Electrola», a sBeankodbpurannn «Parlophon» u «HMV», Cam pyvkosoaureas 1 ero
AKKPEe AMTOBAHIBIC KOMIIO3MTOPDI, Tasibiv obpasom Mosed Pukcnep, Obian MactepaMu 3amicu
measraxa.  Onm -aocturan neodbMaing  TOHKOIO  TOHAITBHOro  Dajlarica M ITATVHOITH,
HOZBOAMIOMIEN HAWMAVYINNM 00pasoM HCII0AL3OBATE TPM MHHYILL ILAM OKOAO TOIO, KOTOPbIE
TPeDOBAANCE A4 BOCIIPOMIBEACHNH 3allMCH CO CKOPOCTLIO 78 0DOPOTOB B MHIIVIY, I BCE 2T0
HEeCMOTPsl Ha HPUMHTHBHOE COCTONINE 3BVKOBOI Texnoaorun 1930-x roaos.

B rmuraeposckon lepmanumn bapnabac ¢on lemm xoana 1mo nmoanrtnaeckoMmy KaHarty;
poansmuincs s 1897 roay BeHrepekuM apucTOKPaATOM, OH VIIOPHO OTKAILIBAACH OTKAZATBCH O1
CBOCIO BEHICPCKOIO I'PAaKAANCTBA, HECMOTPH Ha HPOCbObI HEMELKOIO pasuteabcrsa. Oprectp
CHIACH B piAAe (PUABMOB M COBEPIIMA HECKOABKO 3apyDexnbix racrpoaen. B 1937 roay on
npossyvaaa s donaone na npuesme s inocoascrse lepymannm no cavuaw koponanun ee Beanuecrsa
Kopoas leopra VL

IMocae soine: gpon lemun vaaamacs s csoe nomMectbe 1104 MIonxemnom, rae ero Oprkectp AecsThb
aeT  mHasaa  oaepikaa rpuympassnyio  nodeay B 3HAMEHHMTOM pectopane  «Luitpold».
Obmecrpennopie  TpedoBanns B HONVAAPHad  Myiblka umimenmaacno. [lonwrrka  kpyvinon
3BVKO3AINMCBIBAIONICH KOMIIAHUM BOCCO3AaTh svuanne bapuadaca ¢on Temn B snaunteasnon
CTEIeHN IIPOBaANiach.

Omn vyep 2 nioax 1971 roaa.



